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Nowadays we are experiencing a disconnection from 
nature stronger the ever. Our cities are not meant to 
embrace nature, which is therefore barely present and 
detached from our own daily life. This fracture has its 
roots in ancient times which, from the Greeks to the 
present day, have led human beings to consider 
themselves as separated from nature and to relate with it 
in an increasingly destructive way. Climate change, 
depletion of resources, pollution and the spread of 
disease are only some of the direct consequences of 
this broken relationship. It is time to rethink our 
relationship with nature and start designing not only for 
humans but for all lifeworlds in order to promote 
cohabitation with other species. 

-	Implementation and improvement of    

  greenspaces in city and especially city centres


-	Improvement of biodiversity by fostering the 

  interest and investment in edible forest within 

  the urban context


-	Research the aesthetic impact of different  

  plants on human to understand how if we  

  could modify people’s interest and caring


-	Connection of plants timeline to people’s  

  timeline, creating a connection between our life 

  steps and specific plants


-	Harvesting energy from plants and working 

  with bioluminescence


-	Investing plants with new meaning, moving 

  away from our dominant attitude towards 

  nature and embracing nature from a different 

  perspective. 


-	Considering trees from different perspectives, 
for example restoring children’s instinct of 
climbing and playing with trees


-	Considering the verticality of trees and 
therefore the possibility to experience our 
relationship with them on different levels


-	Creating an immersive experience that would 
attract people to nature 


The main directions observed where:

In particular, this last point opened up for other 
directions which included:
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They key here is to look at sustainability as a net of 
relationships that we must restore and take care of. 
How can we reconnect to nature? How can we bring 
people to do so? How can we facilitate the relationship 
with nature in cities? These questions were the starting 
point for Driade’s project. The focus has been on green 
infrastructures, in particular trees, and how these can be 
used to restore people’s relationship with nature. The 
initial research goes through the basic knowledge on the 
field, ranging between the importance of plants in the 
city, the net they can create, the benefits they provide 
and some curiosity about indigenous populations’ 
relationship with nature. 
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Opportunities
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The concept includes putting probes on city 
trees which collect data about their wellbeing. 
Users can connect both their bodies and 
their devices to the probes in several ways to 
access the data - it can give out sound, 
downloadable informational textfiles, light, link 
to the trees Twitter-profile and possibly even 
give out speech, making the tree seem like an 
actively living being and the human a part of 
the trees network. 

Even 15 min/day of indulging in nature can 
reduce stress. The carefully curated, and after 
some time naturally living and breathing 
closed-off ecosystems of the “Fab-Labs of 
Nature” give users the possibility to reconnect 
and meditate.

The concept includes a network of those 
areas, each includes a different experience, 
tailored to the five senses. 

The “Anarchist gardening cookbook” is a 
collection of resources for peaceful 
protest against the climate crisis and the 
vanishing of nature from our cities. The concept 
proposes a toolbox containing specifically 
designed (lightweight, foldable, barrier-free) 
gardening tools, seedbombs and saplings 
for fast-growing plants, as well as 
informational material on the topic of 
guerilla gardening.

“Tree Infra Structure” is highlighting the 
importance of urban plants by giving them 
recognizable tasks in the city life. Trees 
holding street signs, bioluminescent plants as 
nightly decoration, panels of moss to purify the 
air, specific plants to shape spacial areas on 
the sidewalk, many ideas are possible.

The concept would include a modular 
architecture that adapts to all those causes.

As children we are perceiving trees as 
opportunities, every one provides a challenge 
for climbing. “The Gym of Nature” would be an 
urban space where the curiosity of climbing 
trees is reintroduced to urban adults, 
combined with a collection of tree-related 
exercises.

The most interesting opportunities that we didn’t tackle are the following:
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As a consequence of the research, we defined a 
question to explore and try to show new opportunities:

Our goal is to bring people closer to nature, help them to 
reconnect with it and then consider this relationship as 
an exchange, in which both the species are affected. 
We considered the context of Milan both because of our 
location and its importance as a metropolitan city. We 
therefore focused on a close time perspective, with a 
range of 5 to 10 years and we defined some areas of 
intervention. 

To dive into the topic, we looked at the different 
relationships that people establish with nature according 
to the context. If people have plants at home it is a 
voluntary action, they will take care of them and be 
worried for them. If they go to the park, they decide 
voluntary to encounter nature and therefore there is a 
form of interaction even if it’s only fairly active. Instead, 
which relationship do people have with nature that they 
randomly meet in the street? They don’t have to take 
care of it, they didn’t decide to go there because of 
nature, and they mostly ignore it. 

We focused on the possible interaction between 
people and trees and on the possibility to attract people 
and let them restore their relationship with nature. The 
ideation of the interaction was generated by the 
comparison between human personal space and the 
respective space of the tree, focusing mostly on two 
main distances: public and intimate space. 

We identified different areas of the city, both heavily 
urbanized, like Stazione Centrale, and with big 
greenspaces, like Parco Sempione. 



Stazione Centrale: the interaction works as an actual 
exhibition, so people are driven into the experience, and 
they get to know Driade’s project and the related app.

Parco Sempione: people can use the app on their 
phone to localize the trees in the parks, to record the 
melody of a specific moment and to share they 
memories with their friends. 

How could we attract people? How could we 
make them interact with the trees? 



Driade’s device is attached to the plants trunk and, 
thanks to specific sensors, it can receive the sounds 
from the sap of the tree. The sounds are then translated 
into notes and the energy of the sap will create the 
melody. These sounds are used to attract people who 
then, out of curiosity, will move closer to the plants to 
know more about it. The closer they move to the plant, 
the more they influence the sound with their steps and 
possibly touching the tree.

Potentially, the interaction with a tree and a specific kind 
of melody could become so meaningful that people 
would want to reach the tree other times in the future. In 
heavily urbanized areas the sounds are transmitted 
through speakers, while in the park people could choose 
whether to use their headphones or to connect a 
personal speaker to their app. The app can 
communicate with Driade’s device via Bluetooth signals. 
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A bidirectional relationship 
with nature via sound

Driade aims to give nature her voice back 
by connecting people with the internal 
sound of the trees, using an immersive 
product-service-system. Sensors on trees 
capture their inner sounds and convert it 
to a melody, which is influenced by how 
people interact with the tree. 

This symphony can be experienced via 
headphones or speakers by connecting 
an app to the system.

Driade emphasizes the continuous and 
mutual influence that human beings and 
other species exert on each other.


