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	Testo13: So… where to start? I was selected for my Erasmus at FH Aachen in February 2020, before the pandemic started. I chose Aachen specifically for two reasons: I wanted to improve my German and I wanted to travel as much as possible. Luckily, even though at first I was worried, I didn’t see my experience get cancelled because of the pandemic and I was able to get ready for my adventure.To be selected it’s necessary to provide many documents, but I think this is common with every university, so I will just skip this part because it would be awfully boring. I just want to say that in my opinion the hardest part before the departure is selecting the courses to attend at the host university because as students, we have to find information about them on our own and the help provided during this process is close to zero. If you’re reading this and you need help you can contact me, and I will try my best to help you. But other than that, everything the process is very smooth. And don’t worry, once you’ve arrived you can always change your Learning Agreement (I changed mine completely) if you find new courses that you prefer to attend or if you have any kind of problems. Fast forward to March 2021, when the experience actually started. Before leaving I needed to find a place to stay because I had turned down the offer to sleep in student dorms and instead decided to find a room in a shared apartment. I used WG-gesucht, a website very popular in Germany, especially for students, where you can find many rooms in shared flats. I don’t think it is necessary to say that the prices are much lower than Milan (a single room in Aachen is cheaper that a shared one in Milan), but if you’re looking to stay on a budget, student dorms are surely cheaper and, after visiting some friends that stayed there, they’re not even that bad. One thing to know about renting in Germany is that most of the rooms don’t have furniture, not even a bed. This is because the landlords/ladies don’t buy the furniture but who is renting the room has to buy everything, so be sure not to find any surprise at your arrival. I was lucky enough to find a girl that sublet (another common and legal practice in Germany) her room to me for the duration of my experience so I didn’t need to worry about the furniture.I live in Northern Italy so I decided to go to Aachen by train, an experience that I actually suggest if you are brave enough, because it allows you to go through all the natural scenery of Germany, which in my opinion is gorgeous. I arrived 15 days before the start of lectures because I needed to quarantine, and I also wanted to set up my room before starting with the lectures. During that period, I attended an intensive German course provided by the university. I strongly recommend attending it because it is free, it is very helpful and it gives you the chance to make some friends, whom in my case were the ones that stayed with me for the rest of my experience. Unfortunately, Politecnico doesn’t accept any ECTS from language courses, but I still suggest taking it.During the semester I attended classes online. At Polimi I study interior and spatial design, but in Germany there isn’t such faculty, so I took courses from both product and communication design. All my classes were in German (I had a B1 before leaving) but, if necessary, all professors can speak English (but I would suggest trying to avoid it as much as possible, because it takes from the experience). Since I was at a new university, I selected courses that were far from my field of studies, so I could experience something new. I took a marketing course, which was very theoretical. For the exam it was required to have a group presentation about the promotion of a new product that we created, and a 10 pages essay about the social media marketing strategy for the same product. The second course was called technical communication and we used Figma, a website, to create the interface for a product (for example a printer, a phone, a watch, etc.) Finally, I had a photography course which was personally my favourite. We had different assignments during the duration of the semester that made us experiment with different types of photography: photography without a camera but with a scanner of photoreactive paper, with an analogic camera, with a digital camera but working on time exposure, with photoshop, etc. Now let’s talk about the city. Aachen is a small city, with around 250.000 inhabitants and you really feel it when you’re there. Everything is very close from where you are, with a maximum distance of 30 minutes of bus if you go from one side to the other. It is important to mention that every student gets a semesterticket that allow to use public transportation for free in the entire region. The very centre is closed to traffic, and it is filled with small stores, Printen shops (a typical cookie) and restaurants of every kind, many are Italian of course. Right in the middle there is the Aachener Dom, the cathedral part of the UNESCO World Heritage, and the Rathaus, a very historic building that hosts the offices of the Municipality of Aachen. Between them there is Katschhof, the main square where students meet in the weekends. This is one of my favourite spots because it is possible to sit on the stairs with a beer and chill with friends while being between two beautiful and historic buildings. Very popular is also Pontstraße, a street that starts Rathaus and is the main meeting point because there are many bars, but it wasn’t my personal favourite. A practice that is very common and I will try to bring with me also in Italy is hanging out with friends at parks. Germany is very green, and Germans love their parks, where they meet to chill, drink a beer, do barbeques, play games and ball. So you will find yourself many times stopping by one of the many kiosks to buy a beer and grab a kebab (or a falafel if you’re vegetarian like me) and just have a break in one of the many parks that there are in Aachen (Frankenberger Park and Ferberger Park my favourites). In Aachen there are two universities: FH which is the one I attended, and RWTH, which is much bigger, and you could compare it to Politecnico. Even though it is small, the city is filled with students, and many come from abroad, and this I think is the special thing about it: there are many Whatsapp groups made up by students where people organize meetings, games, parties, and after a couple times you will start knowing almost everyone.As I mentioned earlier, every student is provided with a semesterticket, that allows you to use buses, regional trains, subways, trams in the entire region of Nordrhein-Westfalen (even in the big cities like Köln, Düsseldorf, etc.) In addition, because of its proximity, students in Aachen have the chance to go to Maastricht, which is in the Netherlands, for free. I’m not here to brag, because there is nothing to brag about, but because of the semesterticket I was able to visit Köln, Bonn, Düsseldorf, Dortmund, Wüppertal, Essen, Münster, Maastricht and other small cities all for free. Traveling was one of the reasons I decided to go to Aachen, therefore I was glad I got the chance to visit different cities, because it gave me the experience I wanted from my Erasmus. Thanks to its proximity to the border, I also visited Brussels and Liege in Belgium (because it is possible to travel in Belgium for very cheap with youth tickets) and Luxembourg. I also visited Berlin and I would recommend you also to visit it because in my opinion is gorgeous.In conclusion if you’re looking for something unforgettable and life changing, go on Erasmus. It sounds very cliché, but maybe there some truth behind it. Apart from memories and friends (and lectures of course), which are a crucial part for sure, I was able to have a moment of self-discovery that changed the way I will approach life from now on. I’m not saying that this will happen to you too, but if you’re in doubt I would tell you to just go.
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