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Racconta la tua esperienza di scambio: 
 
This semester I was luckily to participate in the Erasmus exchange at Kunstuniversität Linz in Austria. I’m 
not an EU-citizen, so before I went to Austria to start my exchange, I spent quite a long time to prepare for 
my visa application. Following the instruction of the visa application, I flew to Munich for the type D visa 
at the end of January. However, the officers in the consulate said that because of my resident permit in 
Italy, which is valid for the whole studying period, I don’t need a visa to study in Austria. It seems like a 
special law in Austria, not so many people know about that.  
 
„Fremdenpolizeigesetz 
  
§ 31. (1) Fremde halten sich rechtmäßig im Bundesgebiet auf, 
8.         wenn sie gemäß der Forscher und Studenten-Richtlinie Inhaber eines gültigen Aufenthaltstitels 
„Student“ eines anderen Mitgliedstaates sind und an einem Unions- oder multilateralen Programm mit 
Mobilitätsmaßnahmen teilnehmen oder für sie eine Vereinbarung zwischen zwei oder mehreren 
Hochschuleinrichtungen besteht, solange ihr Aufenthalt im Bundesgebiet nicht insgesamt die Dauer von 
360 Tagen überschreitet und die Voraussetzungen des Art. 6 Abs. 1 lit. e SGK erfüllt sind […]“ 
 
The officers in consulate told me this information and asked me to spread out to my friends, university or 
anyone is interested in. So, guys, if you are a non-EU citizen, you study in Politecnico di Milano, you want 
to have an exchange experience in Europe, but you don’t want to apply for an extra study visa, Austria 
must be the ideal place to go. But remember that you always have to write an email to confirm the 
details. 
 
Because of the visa situation, I made a plan to study German in Munich. Before the new semester 
started in Linz, I have a three-week German course in Munich and my German was much better after 
three-weeks learning. I left Munich and headed to Linz at the end of February. From Munich to Linz, the 



fast, as well as the cheap way, is by train. It took me about three hours to arrive at Linz Bahnhof. From 
the Linz Bahnhof, I took a bus to my resident place, Kaisergasse 33. This accommodation is really 
popular for Erasmus students. It takes students 15 mins walking to all the campus of Kunstuniversität 
Linz as well as the town centre, 10 mins walking to the Donau river, 5 mins walking to Lidl and Billa. 
Wonderful place for Kunstuniversität exchange students. Almost half of the exchange student I met on 
the welcome day are living inside this building.  
 
Before I arrived in Linz, I have googled it many times. From Wikipedia, it’s the third-largest city in Austria 
and the capital of Upper Austria. So, I have a lot of imagination about this city, in a way of a big city. 
However, if you were expecting a city like Milano, I bet you might be disappointed. Compared to Milano, 
it’s quite small. You can visit the centre part of the city by walk within 1 hour. Linz is located inside the 
mountains, as a result, it has very changeable weathers. It always likes that, you feel you need a sweater 
in the morning, and a skirt from the lunchtime till the evening. Also, it’s raining quite often, but the sun 
will come out soon. And sometimes they happen at the same time, it’s raining while the sun shining. But 
that also the reason why Linz has wonderful colours in the sky. 
 
 

 
 
 
People in Linz like doing sports. Walking on the street, you can see many people riding bikes up to the 
mountain or get through the city. And many parents also take their young children riding bikes or hiking. 
In the afternoon, you can find many people around the Donau river, they are running, walking dogs, 
having a picnic, reading books. I feel that sports and Donau River is the soul of the Austrian lifestyles. So, 
if you like doing sports, climbing the mountain and love Donau River, Linz is really a good city to 
experience. Also, people in Austria living a super healthy lifestyle. If you look carefully, you will find that 
most of the shops or government offices are open before 8 am. And some even before 7 am. In the 
beginning, I didn’t fit into this timezone at all. However, when I moved into the Kaissergasse, our dorm 
began to construct. Every morning at 7 am, the workers are starting to work. The noise waked me up 
every time. After about 2 months, I also have a lifestyle as an Austrian has. Even now, I already back to 
Milano, I still get up at 6:40 am and sleep at 11 pm. Probably this is a gift that Linz gives me and will 
have a prolonged effect in my life. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
About one-week exploration in Linz, finally I had my welcome day in Kunstuniversität Linz. 
Kunstuniversität Linz has three campuses, and all of them are located in the city centre and close to the 
Donau river. Back to history, the Kunstuniversität Linz was founded in 1947. The whole university is 
focused on research in Art and Design. They have 18 different faculties, including Fine Art, Graphic-
Design and Photography, Visual Communication, Interface Cultures, Sculptural Conceptions/ Ceramics, 
space & design strategies, textile_art_design, Time-based and Interactive Media Arts, Time-based Media, 
Architecture, Industrial Design, Media Culture and Art Theories, Cultural Studies, Webscience, Art 
Education, Media Design, Design: Tech.Tex and PhD study. Different from Politecnico di Milano, in 
Kustuniversität Linz, every course maximal has 30 students. However, most course only has about 12 
positions to register online. If the position was full, you might be put on the waiting list. On the first day of 



the lecture, if you were lucky enough, people who have the position but didn’t show up, you probably 
could take his place and successes to get into the class. For exchange student, we have more freedom to 
choose a course from different faculties. But not all the courses in other faculties are allowed to choose. 
You have to ask the professor of the course, and if the professor thinks this course is not suitable for 
beginners, you might be rejected even you have already got the position on the online system. To sum up, 
professors have the final decision that if you could get into the class or not. Therefore, you should always 
remember to send an email to ask for permission for a course in other faculties. 
 
My exchanged department is Industrial Design. Before I come to Linz, I only left 6 credits to get in 
Politecnico di Milano. As a result, I do not have any pressure on gain credits, I was free to choose a 
course and develop my thesis. For exchange student, the university provided the free German lectures, 
which also worth some credits. This language course is pretty useful, the professor Regina also 
introduced some nice place to travel in Austria. This language course is not only about German, but also 
the culture of Austria. I also selected a course called Learning Linz. It is held by the Michaela, who is in 
charge of the exchange. On this course, she invited some art and design companies based in Linz to 
introduce what they do, how to organize the events, and how they get funding. It is a super interesting 
way to learn the city as well as the art workers. Apart from these two courses, I selected other three 
lectures which I think will help me to develop my thesis. Since I have a clear idea about the topic of my 
final thesis, I did not want to choose any studio to have collaboration with companies. As a result, 
Professor Elke, who also takes in charge of the Industry Design faculty, suggested me a workshop held by 
her. In this workshop, I do not need to have any lecture or a certain topic, it all depends on me. She is like 
the tutor to guide me to build up the researching project for my thesis. We only had meetings if I need to 
report something or ask for some suggestions. For this workshop, I need to prepare for a presentation as 
the final exam to report the university what I have done during these 4 months exchange. I really like this 
way to organized my study plan, thus I could focus on what I am interested with. I also selected a course 
called Textile Surface and held by professor Heidemarie Pichler. This course belonged to 
textile_art_design faculty and held on another campus. This lecture is about using the sewing machine to 
do experiments on the textile. However, due to the Covid-19, the whole university was closed. The lecture 
becomes more flexible. We were not limited to use the sewing machine to do the experiment. Some 
student deal with painting, some focus on hand sewing, some are interested in material hardening. Every 
week we held an online meeting to report our exploration process and get some advice from professor 
Heidemarie as well as my classmates. I really love this lecture. The last course and the hardest lecture is 
Introduce to Aesthetic. It is held by Professor Martin Ross, a philosopher. This lecture was held in 
German, and to be honest I can’t understand it very well. However, Professor Martin prepares the 
courseware for each lecture. His courseware is simple but very clear. He is a professor who likes to have 
interaction with students and encourage students to speak out their ideas. He knows English very well, 
so if you have any question, you can just ask in English. For foreigner students, who do not know German 
very well, he proposed to hand in an essay as the final exam rather than oral exam together with other 
two students. 
 
I really enjoy my academic study in Kunstuniversität Linz. Although I did not study and talk with the 
student on the campus, the professors are really helpful and care about what the student need. I strongly 
recommend a student who wants to explore product design with other art or design aspect to have an 
exchange in Kunstuniversität Linz, you will get a lot of help.  
 
Apart from the academic part, I also have a good living experience in Linz. Every Friday, there will have a 
morning market in the centre plaza, people come there to buy fresh fruit, vegetable, meat, delicious 
cakes and sandwiches. Highly recommend everyone to try. If you want to print a document, there is a 24 
hours and 7 days automatic copy machine in the Post office. You can easy to get access to this machine 
with an emergency situation. And there is a huge ship coffee on the other side of the river. I was there 
once before lockdown. It was an amazing place to meet friends, to drink and talk with each other. But 
coffee in Austria is much expensive than in Italy. I really suggested coffee lovers bring a coffee machine 
with them. During the four-months exchange, I went to Vienna two times. It took me about one and a half 
hour to arrive in Vienna by train. I met a friend in Vienna and walk around the city.  Vienna is really 
different from Linz, it’s much international and modern compared to Linz. However, due to the lockdown, 
I didn’t have a chance to visit the Leopold Museum, which has a lot of collections of Egon Schiele. 
 
I also visited some museums in Linz. The Lentos Kunstmuseum Linz is a modern art museum in Linz and 
has many important collections by Klimt, Schiele, Kokoschka, Corinth and Pechstein. It opened in 2003 
and located along the Donau River. This is one exhibition in the Lentos Kunstmuseum Linz. I spent an  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
afternoon to visit this museum. I also visited the Nordico Stadtmuseum, which has a collection about the 
local painter Egon Hofmann. I am super interested in the Ars Electronica Center on the other side of the 
river. However, due to the complex situation, I don’t have a chance to visit it. But I really expecting one 
day to go back to Linz and explore the city again. 
 
 

 
 
 
To sum up, I really appreciate having this opportunity to exchange in Kunstuniversität Linz. This 
experience is not only helping me in an academic area but also border my horizon to learn the world 
better. Since I walked out of my own country, I have been learned so many new things in my life to make 
me be more open to all the different thoughts. I learnt to respect the other culture and always been 
humble to things I don’t know before. Also, I hope in this way, people can also know better about my 
culture by talking with me. I always believe that culture is not something writing on history books, but in 
everyday life, about the way people talk and think. Culture is a vivid and alive thing, but history is 
something dead for a long time. Instead of learning history, I prefer to learn about culture and exchange 
culture. 
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